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The I mage of God in Man

By Joshua Stauffer, professor
Owosso College

God formed the body of man
from the dust of the earth.
Through the divine inbreathing,
man was constituted a living soul.
This, however, means vastly more
than the mere filling of his lungs
with air. This inbreathing consti-
tuted him a spirit—a self-con-
scious, self-determining being. The
breath of life included natural or
physical life, and also spiritual and
eternal life. This connected man
with the earth and also with hea-
ven.

The Human Visible Likeness of
the Divine Invisible God

This Triune God has said, “Let
us make man in our image, after
our likeness.”

All scholars agree that the
image and likeness of God ex-
presses more than the physical
form of man. Deity does not
possess a material body, but is
purely spirit; however we read
that man was “fearfully and won-
derfully made” (Ps. 139:14), The
word refers to his physical being.
Man’s physical form was pattern-
ed after an original and heavenly
pattern (Ezek. 1:26); thus when

in the incarnation, Christ took on
a human nature and body (John
1:14; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14), his
physical form (being that of man-
made after the divine pattern)
was likewise patterned after the
divine pattern, This is not to be
interpreted, however, that the im-
age of God consists in a Dbodily
resemblance to the Creator. Man’s
physical body is merely the cov-
ering for his spirit, but man being
made in the image of Ged—as God
made him—was thus qualified to
have dominion over the lower
creatures, to rule over the earth,
and to hold communion with his
Creator.

The Moral Nature of Man

Since God made man in his
image —and God is holy—his na-
ture was also conformed to God.
This image of God in Adam was
twofold, namely: the moral image
or holiness; and the natural image
or personality. The moral image
includes holiness, righteousness,
and wisdom. These were dependent
upon the will, and were lost in
the fall. The natural image in-
cluded spirituality, immortality,

-

and knowledge. These were retain-
ed by man in his fall. Every hu-
man being possesses a spirif, is
immortal, and has the power of,
or capacity for, knowing.
The Compound Being of Man
God is a plural God, but not
three Gods. The Persons of the
Godhead should never be confound-
ed. There is a oneness of the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit in es-
sence, in nature, in attributes, and
in purpose, In this sense He is
One in Three. In operation and
personalities, He is Three in One.
There is only one essence in the
Godhead, for God is purely Spirit.
Man is a compound being, com-
posed of body, soul, and spirit.
The mortal body is composed of
the material substance of the
earth; the soul (psyche, Gr,
anima, l.), sometimes designated
as the animal soul which animates
the body, and contains the pas-
sions, desires, and natural ap-
petites (I Thess. 5:23): the im-
mortal spirit which is devoid of
material qualities and continues to
exist in a conscious state forever
in whatever place it is fitted for,
gither in heaven or hell. It is
through the spirit that man is
receptive to the IHoly Spirit and
has ecommunion with God.
(Continued on page T)
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A GUEST EDITOR WRITES

Editor's Note: We think the following
article, “THE FOOL HATH SAID,” so
well-written that we reprint it for your
consideration, feeling it to be a mes-
sage of the times.

“The Fool Hath Said”

Today 1 was in Stockton. T un-
derstood that Mrs. Murray was in
town too. But T did not bother to
look her up.

1 refer to Stockton, Kansas, and
to Mrs. Madalyn Murray, the
atheist, who contended successful-
ly before the U. S. Supreme Court
that recitation of the Lord's pray-
er and reading verses from the
yible in public schools is uncon-
stitutional. She is in the Stock-
ton area to look over the 80 acres
of farm land given her for the
establishment of an atheist colony
in this northwestern section of
Kansas. Mrs, Murray and some of
her supporters have formed a cor-
poration ealled “Other Americans,
Ine.,” and their plans call for a
university, a large library, a print-
ing plant, a radio station, audi-
torium for seminars, and a home
for aged atheists.

This 44-year-old divorcee has
met with considerable opposition
from the citizenry out here, And
although she plans to go forward
with her project, her large front-
page picture in the press today
made it appear that she was not
a little distressed as she and her
mother sought respite from her
worries and from Augcust’s heat
over their beers in Irene’s Long
Branch Bar at Speed, Kansas.

SEEING AND THINKING of all

this, 1T am alternately indignant
and piteous. Indignant because un-

helief has made such a conspicu-
ous success, and now flaunts itself
in this the very center of our
nation. Piteous and concerned, be-
cause 1 know that the people who
deny God—either theoretically or
practically—ecannot but be inward-
ly harassed by feelings of futility
and fear regarding the significance
of their own lives.

Deprived of a personal God, life
for them can be but an enigma,
begun without an author, pursued
without purpose, and ending with-
out hope. They can know nothing
of the assurance, the poise of
spirit, the actual joy which comes
with trust in God.

The Bible reminds us of a truth
proved by history over and over
again—that those who deny God
are unwise, even foolish. It point-
edly states: “The fool hath said
in his heart, There is no God”
(Bsa, 14::1).

Not only is it folly to deny God
—either by a creed of negation or
by a practical denial or neglect of
Ilis working in the world—but
such an attitude opens the door
to all kinds of destructive evil
The verse just cited says as much,
for the word translated “fool”
might also be rendered a “wicked
or vile person.” An earlier Psalm
emphasizes this. It declares: “The
wicked boasteth of his heart’s de-
sire, and the covetous renounceth,
vea contemneth Jehovah. The
wicked, in the pride of his coun-
tenance saith, He will not require
it. All his thoughts are, There is
no God” (Psa. 1:3, 4 ASV).

Writing of how unbelief encour-
ages evil, J. Balguy remarks,
“Were there no awe of a supreme
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Being, no terrors of a future judg-

ment to restrain us, what govern-

ment on earth would be able to

maintain itself, or find protection
(Continued on page 9)
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Evangelism in the
Sunday School
by J. C. McPheeters

The greatest evangelistic me-
dium of the church is the Sunday
School. It is estimated that eighty-
five per cent of new converts and
church members come from the
Sunday School. Many lost people
have been enrolled in the Sunday
School, which proved to be a first
step toward becoming a Christian.

Dwight L. Moody, world-famed
evangelist, received his prelimi-
nary training in evangelism as a
Sunday School teacher. He later
became head of the world’s largest
Sunday School in Chicago.

Evangelism

Evangelism has proven to be a
dominant factor in the growth of
the Sunday School. J. N. Barnette
in his book, The Place of the Sun-
day School in Evangelism, savs:
“Where evangelism has been the
heart of the message and work of
Sunday Schools, church buildings
have been crowded, people have
been baptized, and money has been
given. Through the years Sunday
Schools that have been positively
evangelistic have kept on going.
Sunday Schools grow fastest when
the fires of evangelism burn the
hottest.

“Winning the lost is not second-
ary; it is paramount! Soul win-
ning should never be pushed to
one side; it should be kept in the
center. The most vital tagk of the
Sunday School workers is to teach
the gospel of Christ to every avail-
able person.”

When evangelism is neglected
by the church and the Sunday
School, decline will take place.

Bishop Kenneth W. Copeland
points out that the Board of Edu-
cation of The Methodist Church in
a recent pronouncement proclaims
that education which does not
culminate in evangelism is not
Christian edueation.

Biblical emphasis, along with
evangelism, is a major contribut-
ing factor to the growth and suc-
cess of the Sunday School. One of
the present encouraging signs in
the Sunday School is a shift in
emphasis of life-related problem-
solving to more Biblical content.

It has offen heen stated that
the church of the first century was

power conscious while the church
of the twentieth century has be-
come problem conscious. The Bible
directs men to the source of
power by which problems are
swallowed and disappear in dy-
namic spiritual life. The Bible
leads to the new birth—a new
life in Christ. Edueation and cul-
ture ecan make attractive men, but
they cannot make good men. Only
Christ can make good men.

Dr. George W. Truett said: “All
the ethical culturists in the world
could not with their dainty gos-
pels produce one life like that of
Carey or Judson or Livingstone in
an eternity of years.”

The Sunday School Teacher

The Sunday School Teacher
ranks next to the minister in the
sphere of possible influence. Like
the minister, the Sunday School
teacher needs training and prepar-
ation. An encouraging trend has
been the strengthening of the lead-
ership training program for Sun-
day School teachers,

An efficient Sunday School téach-
er, with evangelism as the main
goal and purpose of teaching, is
a gem of the first magnitude. The
mantle of faith of such teachers
fall upen their pupils. The pupils
led to Christ by such teachers rise
up and eall their teachers blessed.

Our Lord no doubt had such
teachers in mind, along with min-
isters and missionaries, when He
said: “The harvest truly is great,
but the laborers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest
that he would send forth laborers
into his harvest” (Luke 10:2).

I dare not idle stand,
While over all the land
Poor wand'ring souls need humble
help like mine;
Brighter than the brightest gem
In a monarch’s diadem,
Each soul a star in Jesus’ erown
may shine.

“Never More Than a

Heart-beat Away”

By JAMES S. MeGOWAN

Though it happens thousands of times
every hour of every day, and though
you are exposed to it rnore than most
people, you can never really say you
get “‘used to it” — death, that is. Every
instance is its own individual instance.
It is of no comfort to say to those di-
rectly concerned that ‘it happens to
all of us, sconer or later.”

The hospital room was high above
the city streets. I had walked over to
the window in an effort to gain a per-
spective that would enable me to min-
ister with meaning to those dear peo-
ple huddled about the bedside of a com-
paratively voung father., I watched the
rain pounding against the window, form-
ing little rivulets merging endlessly
with one another. O God, what do you
say to very real people who are very
much affected by this very real
“individual instance’?

The doctor and the nurse had now
replaced the family by the bedside.
Over by the rain-drenched window the
fine young wife and her three wonder-
ful children stood by my side. No one
doubted God, of this I was sure. Still
I felt their searching eyes probing deep-
ly into my very spirit for some word
that would split the blackness of the
moment and at least open a ray of light
toward which they would move. In my
own mind the eternal debate raged —
is this the moment for understanding
sympathy, silently expressed, or to
frame with careful delicacy the pain of
the moment with words of our great
faith?

I looked from one to the other, and
felt something of their cross. 1 told
myself, and quite correctly, that they
would bear their cross in such fashion
as to honor their faith. It was that
kind of family.

Yet, it still pressed in on me that
somehow, some charmed word or action
ought to be forthcoming io point them
toward the ray of light in the darkness
of the moment. It didn’t matter to me
how it came — whether in the spoken
word, or in meditative silence — just
so it arrived.

I put my arm about their youngest,
a lad of twelve. This was the right
action, as confirmed by what was asked
by this perceptive young boy. In soft
tones of a voice that had not yet evi-
denced the inevitable change, he said,
“Yesterday Daddy said he would never
be more than a heart-beat away from
us, and that God wouldn't even be that
far. What did he mean?”

Ah, that was it — the darkness had
been split. He, who in that hour had
stepped into the great brightness, had
said the word that would bring mean-
ing, comfort and hope to his family.
Using his words, I was able, with the
help of God, to steady this fine family
in the hour of their trial.




Home Mlssmn Services
Reports

The members of The Home Mis-
sion Board have been conducting
rallies in the Churches of the Con-
ference, with each Board member
appearing at a number of churches
and presenting the program. From
week to week different meetings
arc taking place, and if your
Churel: has not had a rally yet
it will be so arranged. Each month
we hope to give a number of re-
ports on the various meetings con-

ducted. The following services
were conducted in August and
earlv September:

SUNBURY

The entire Home Mission Board
and our General Superintendent,
Rev. George I. Straub, conducted
this rally at the Caketown Chapel,
now known to us as God's Mis-
sionary Chapel. Each of the Board
members spoke briefly, and the
following are excerpts: Rev.
George Straub: “God’s Missionary
Church in general is a result of
Home Mission work. Many tent
meetings were conducted in the
past, and revivals produced the
present organized Churches.” Rev.
Earl Deetz, Jr.: “Home Mission
work does bring results. Many
homes, families, and lives have
been changed thro this medium.
The Shamokin Church and its
people prove that Home Mission
work is worthwhile.” Rev. J. F.
White, Jr.: “Many people in our
own country 2o to Church each
week, but do not know Christ per-
sonally. We need more Bible-teach-
ing Churches, and we feel our
Church is one of the best in ex-
istence.” Rev. Kenneth Walter:

“We need to build Churches, not
denominational fences. We need
money to work with. The Home
Mission Board ean arrange a pro-
gram, but we need young people
to help ecarry it out.”

A good spirit was felt in this
meeting. Rev. Robin Hevalow,
pastor at Sunbury and a Home
Mission Board member, led the
song service. God blessed, and we
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felt encoulaﬂed to continue thﬁ
project. A fine offering was given
for the work at Nady, Arkansas.

SPRING GARDEN

lev, Robin Hevalow conducted
a rally at the Spring Gardep
Church, with a wonderful spirit

resulting, as he preached on the
text. “Where there is no vision,
the people perish.” He exhorted
the people, stating that he was a
product of Home Missionary work.
A fine offering was given for the
current project. After the service
the people lingered, and shouts of
vietory arose,

BEAVERTOWN, PENNA.

Rev. Kenneth Walter, pastor of
the Spring Garden Church and
Home Missions Treasurer, conduet-
ed a rally in the Beavertown
Church, and spoke on the Parable
of the Vineyard, in which we saw
those who stood idly by at the
eleventh hour. Brother Walters
told of some personal experiences
while in Home Missionary work in
Virginia. His challenge was given
with zeal. Many hearts were mov-
ed, A good offering was received
for the Arkansas project.

CARROLL, PA.

Rev. John F. White, Jr. Home
Missions Secretary, conducted a
Home Missionary Rally at the
Carrell Church, speaking on the
subjeet, “My servant lieth at home
sick....” He mentioned the need
for Chureh extension, said we need
new churches, and a “blood
transfusion” in our work to help
make us strong. Pictures just ve-
ceived from the Arkansas Chureh
were shown to the people, and a
fine offering was given for the
Nady, Arkansas, Church.

If your Church wishes a IHome
Missionary Rally, and has not been
contacted, write to Rev. John F.
White, Jr., P. O.; Box 148, Beaver-
town, Pa. and we will arrange a
convenient time to visit your con-
gregation.

Mahaffey

One of the strangest, and sweet-
est, Home Missionary Services
ever conducted, took place at our
Church in Mahaffey, September
17, the serviece under the direction
of Brothers Kenneth Walter and
John White.

Pastor, Paul Miller, was in
charge of the song service, and
Rev. Kenneth Walter brought the
first message of the evening. He
spoke on the Parable of the Mus-
tard Seed. Rev. John F. White,
Jr., Secretary of Home Missions,
then spoke on Acts 1:8, mention-
ing the many Home Missionary
services of the Bible: Joshua had
one, saying, “As for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.”
Andrew “First findeth his brother,
Simon.”

The offering had been taken
previous to Brother White's mes-
sage, but a retired minister visit-
ing in the service said that even
though he had given in the first
offering, he felt he should give
again, As he walked the aisles
of the Church, people began to
hand him money for the project
in Arkansas. Five people came to
the altar, and we had a camp
meeting time.

After the victories at the altar,
the retired minister’s wife walked
slowly forward. She had eelebrat-
ed her 83rd. birthday two days be-
fore this meeting, and had vre-
ceived a sum of money as a gift,
and said she felt impressed to give
it to God, and the Cause of Home
Missions. No one will ever know
how hard it was to take this good
sister’s offering, but God blessed,
and the people cried, and the Tord
was pleased.

Never before in our ministry
did we feel like so much was done
in the field of Home Missions.

—Rev. John F. White, Sec.
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Seven Stars Rally

Aungust 380th. was the date,
Seven Stars was the place of the
first Missionary Crusaders Rally
of the Western Zone. A precious-
ness settled upon the service from
the beginning, as Rev, John White,
the former Zone Supervisor led
in singing praises to our God. A
good season of prayer ensued, with
one young lady receiving a Godly
sorrow for sin and praying
through to fully enjoy the remain-
der of the service.

Rev. Arthur Thomas and wife
brought a message in song as did
the youth grvoup from the Zerhy
Church, adding to the ferveney of
the service. Rev. White bid the
zone a formal farewell and chal-
lenged ug fo do our best and The
General Supt. of the Church testi-
fied to the goodness of God. Bro.
Thomas Frantz played the offer-
tory and led in several stirring
chorusas.

The nice crowd enjoyed to the
fullest a timely message by Bro.
Kenneth Walter. Lamentation
3:27 was the seriptural basis for
the message. Here is three out-
standing thoughts;

I. The great need of your people
in the work of the Lord.

1I. God's yoke is easy and His
burden is light, the way of the
transgressor is hard.

III. The sinner weary and de-
spondent, comes to Christ, gives
up his slave labor, and is placed
in the yoke with Christ and He
helps to bear the load.

The special guests were Hev.
and Mrs. John White and Mr. and
Mrs. Barl Dav and family from the
Free Methodist Church of Tyrone.
The service closed with a tender
spirit, shouts of Vietory and
praises to God. Please pray for
this Zone that God will continue
to meet with us and souls will be
saved.

Paul Miller, Supt.

Beavertown Rally

Some 300 people gathered, Sent.
9th. in the God's Missionary
Church at Beavertown, for the
first General Missionary Crusad-
ers Rally of this new econference
vear. Rev. Alvin Shaffer led the
crowd in a time of spiritual sing-
ing. The zenith of God’s presence
was when all lifted their voices
in singing, “How Great Thou Art”.

A good representation from
nearly every church comprised
this capacity crowd. The special
guests were from the Friendly
Holinegs church in Helfenstien,
with their Pastor Bro. Wolfeang.
They also rendered a good number
in song, “That pretty Moon God
put up there's no stopping place
for me"” thank God our aim is still
higher. Rev. Paul Meiryman fol-
lowed with “I'm bound for That
City.”

The Missionary Crusaders Presi-
dent, spoke at this time on the
subject, “Pray Ye The Lord of
Harvests”. Comparing the condi-

tion of the time of the text tp that
of today, with the following four
thoughts,

I. We are in an age of Spiritual
Fainting and seattered Sheep.

Ii. Parents should prav that
their children be Saved, Sancti-
fied, and called into the great Har-
vest field.

[11, Young People dedicate them-
selves to do the will of God.

IV. We who have been called not
be satisfied with our present ac-
ecomplishments, but strive for even
areater,

This great service closed with
2 time of weeping and burden for
the great spirituzal need and one
young man presented himself to
the Lord to do His will.

Let ns all unite in prayer that
God will hide man, Glorify Him-
self, Exhalt His Son, Honor the
IToly Ghost and help us aeecomplish
our motto, “For Christ, even more
in Sixty Four.”

—Paul Miller, Pres.

Central Zone Rally

Praise God from whom all
blessings flow!

The Central Zone Youth Rally
held at the Spring Garden Chapel

on Sept. 23, 1963, was truly a
time of spiritual enrichment. The
presence of God was felt from the
first stanza of “The Sweet By and
By" through the final Amen. Five
of the junior girls from the Mill-
mont Church sang a very precious
song entitled “When you Pray”
which created a beautiful atmos-
phere for a good season of prayer.
As Rev. Allen Russell led in pray
and the saints united with him in
beseeching the throne of grace, we
knew our God was still on the
throne.

Our hearts were then drawn still
nearer to the Lord as Bro. Hevalow
led in an arrangement of choruses
“I Love Him Better Every Day,”
“0O How I Love Jesus,” and “Jesus
Loves Me.” A beautiful musical
number entitled “Dear Jesus Abide
With Me” aided the tender mov-
ing of the Spirit. Then a quartet
number entitled “It is Not an Easy
Road” reminded us that there are
sure to be some troubles and trials,
but Jesus will not fail {o see us
through.

The Holy Spirit witnessed this
assurance to our hearts as every-
one stood and ardently sang “How
Great Thou Art” and “Amazing
Grace.” What a time of rejoicing
there was as some wept and some
shouted praise and glory to our
God.

Finally the Spirit gave way to
the Word and Rey. William Rachau
delivered a very challenging and
inspiring message from 1 Sam, 17:
42 “And when the Philistine look-
ed about and saw David, he dis-
dained him.” The theme of the
message was “Youth Underesti-
mated."”

There were eleven (11) churches
represented with eight (8) min-
isters and three (3) youth presi-
dents making a total attendance
of 158.

Kenneth H. Walter
Central Zone Reporter
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Imperative Duty of Man

“Then Peter and the other
Apostles answered and said, We
ought to obev God rather than
man.” Aects. 5:29.

The Seripture lifted for our med-
itation is part of the Apostle’s re-
ply to a Sanhedrin court order.
This came about through Peter’s
Pentecostal message, as he had
been preaching Salvation thru
Christ rather than the religious
system of the seribes and Phari-
sees. In Aects, Chapter four and
five, we have the Apostles between
a crossfire of spirits.
have the Apostles between a cross-
fire of spirits.

“And they called them, and com-
manded them not to speak at all
nor teach in the name of Jesus.”
Acts 4:18. This sounds much like
the Supreme Court's decision at
Washington, concerning the read-
ing of the Bible in the public
schools. They have now declared
it unconstitutional and an offense
to read the greatest of all books
to the American youth.

The devil and his crowd were
not satisfied with revising the
Bible and deleting the vital truths
which have to do with the Virgin
Birth and Saviourhood of Christ,
but they have now declared the
entire eontents of the Bible should
be withdrawn from the classroom.
Little by little we are being asked
to surrender our God-given convie-
tions, and bow te the wishes and
wants of unreasonable men. To
vield and bow to this demand, is to
take another step away from God.
Had the American people been giv-
en the privilege to decide this mat-
ter for themselves, there is no
doubt it would have carried with
more than a majority vote for

Bible reading and prayer to con-
tinue.

If God's Word teaches us any-
thing, it shows us to obey God
when there is an issue between
the human and the Divine. Tt was
Jesus who said, “Fear net them
which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather
fear Him which is able to destroyv
both soul and body in Hell”
Matthew 10:28. “We wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against rrl-
ers of the darkness of this world,
and against spiritual wickedness
in high places,” according to Paul
in HEphesians 6:12, who also ex-
horted us to “Put on thé whole
armour of God, that ye might be
able to stand against the wi'es,
and quench the fiery darts of the
devil.”

MATTERS WILL GROW WORSE

When Paul wrote on the last
days he declared that evil men
would wax worse and worse. Jesus
further stated, “And because ini-
quity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold.” Matt. 24:12.
This aceounts for the indifference
and the lack of interest shown in
the Church world. God never in-
tended for the meeting house to
be a gymnasium or a recreation
center, but rather a place where
Iis name is honored and cherish-
ed above the things of this world.
It was a spirit such as this that
caused Peter's imprisonment, for
He preached Salvation through
Jesus Christ, a name which is
above every name, “For it is writ-
ten, as I live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow fo me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.” Ro-
mans 14:11. We infer from this
that there is coming a day when
Christ will become the center of
attraction for all men. His Word
may now be ignored and set aside
by rulers and wicked men, but in
that day the Bible will be more
than just mere history of the past.
John, the Revelator, saw the day

ASTANDARD PULPIT

when the kings of the earth, and
the great men, the rich men, and
the chief eaptains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and
every free man, will hide them-
selves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains, and say: “Fall
on us and hide us from the face
of Him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb.”
Thig terrible scene closes with a
solemn question, “For the great
day of His wrath is come and
who shall be able to stand?”

A similiar question was raised
by David in the Psalms: “Who
shall aseend into the hill of the
Lord? or who shall stand in His
holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart,” shows
the answer given by David to be
identical with that of Christ in the
Sermon on the Mountain, “Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.” Matthew 5:8.

CHRIST'S DEMANDS STIRRED
THE LEADERS

These teachings concerning
Christ got Peter into trouble with
the Sanhedrin as he preached Sal-
vation through the Saviour. He
declared Him to be man's only way
to God, and God’s only way to
man. He further declared that the
miracles performed and the sick
folks healed were all done through
Jesus name. At this saying, “the
high priest and those who were
opposed to Christ were filled with
wrath and indignation, and laid
their hands on the Apostles, and
put them in the common prison,
but the angel of the Lord by night
opened the prison doors, and
brought them forth and said, Go,
Stand, and Speak in the temple
to the people all the words of this
life.” Tn Aects 4:18 the high court
forbade them to preach or teach in
Christ’'s name. In Acts 5:20, the
angel commanded them to speak
in the temple, This raised the ques-
tion, What shall we do? Whom
shall we obey ?

(Continued on page 8)
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Don’t Get a Divorce
By William S. Deal

Yes, that's right, don’t get a
divorce. Others who did so have
been deeply sorry afterwards,
though few have had the courage
to straighten the matter out. If
yvou go through with this terrible
thing, vou will likely be sorry, too,
for it is not what you think it
will be when it is all over.

“But why shouldn’t 1 get a di-
verce ? My companion is no ‘com-
panion’ at all, really: is mean to
me, selfish, and uncooperative; we
can’t get along. We are always
quarreling, and I don’t want to
bring up my children in this at-
mosphere.” Sounds very reason-
able in this modern age, doesn't
it? “He’s mean, so why live with
him? She’s stubborn and frigid,
and what's the use putting up with
this way of life?”

So, people go to the courts often
upon no worthy grounds, and se-
cure a divorce. Our Lord Jesus
Christ listed only one cause for
which divorece was permissable,
and that was for fornication. (See
Matthew 5:31, 32; 19:3-9.)

In each of these cases the word
“fornication™ is used, instead of
adultery. This may be well under-
stood when we realize the mean-
ings attached to these two words.
Adultery refers to the act of illicit
relations between a married per-
son and another party, married
or single, and may refer to the
single act, eommitted only once.
But the original Greek word from
which our English word, “fornica-
tion,” comes, not only embraces a-
dultery, but means muech more. It
carries the thought of the contin-
ued illicit relations of an unfaith-
ful marriage partner. The thought
expressed here, then, is that when
a person so falls into sins which
break his marriage vows and de-
stroy all foundation for further
married happiness with his lawful
companion, divorce is permissable.

Please note, however, that the
Saviour did not recommend divorce
at any time, under any circum-
stances. He simply sanctioned it
under this and this one, condition
alone. Not even the act of adultery,
where the person turns and re-
pents, after one such unfortunate
experience, and shows every sign
of true repentence and wishing to
remain with the unerring compan-

e e .

ion, should be considered just
cause for tearing two partners
apart and wrecking their home.
This would certainly be consider-
ed legal grounds in any court, and
hy almost any person, but is it of
sufficient magnitude to wreck two
lives forever? Granted. it should
never occur, even once; but if the
erring one truly repents, he ghould
he forgiven and given a fair chance
to prove his love and loyalty.

As to further reasons why one
should not get a divoree, consider
these:

Many a divorcee has gone home
to an empty house, unexpected
heartbreak and sorrow which he
or she never outlived.

One should realize, too, that the
hoped-for happiness in another
marriage, even if such were sanc-
tioned by God's Word, generally
does not come. It is all too often
iike looking for the fabled pot of
gold at the rainbow's end—a false
hope which never finds true ful-
fillment. Divorce is a shattering
experience and usually leaves the
persons far less stable and capahle
of surviving other shocks. No mar-
riage, however happy, is free from
emotional stresses and strains at
times. Persons who have either
oone aside morally or taken the
way of divorce out of what they
considered a bad situation, will
find it easier fo do so again.

Statistics show that second and
third marriages have far less
chance to succeed than first mar-
riages. Where there is one divorce
in a second marriage the chances
are about 62 percent that this
marriage will also end in failure.
Where both parties to another
marriage have been divorced, the
changes of another break-up run
about 75 percent. Third marriages
run even higher.

Consider well the children in the
case. Perhaps no one suffers so
much, or so long, as these inno-
cent vietims, They have every
richt on earth to both parties;
theirs is the greatest heritage to
lose and the least to gain, by any
divorce, whatever the cause. Par-
ents who allow personal animos-
ities, ill feelings, and even un-
faithfulness, to tear them apart,
and take little consideration for
the children, are calloused indeed.
And even if the children are grown
and gone from home, they are dis-
graced, humiliated and deeply

-—— e

wronged by a divorce of their par-
ents!

For children, there is no “other
side of the question.” Parents owe
it to them to stay together. and
work out their differences. It can
be done in almost every case, if
people will cease to be selfish and
face the facts as squarely as they
should.

Divorces leave sears upon the
walls of memory which time can-
not efface. Mental and emotional
shock from such an experience are
often so severe as to almost alter
the personality of those experienc-
ing it. If you are thinking of di-
voree, you had better think much
longer, and much deeper, and
about the things which you have
not really faced up to which will
most certainly result.

No, friend, don't get a divoree.

The Image of God in
Man

(Continued from page 1)
Nature of Man's Primitive
Holiness

Adam's holiness was not abso-
Iute, and essential, or independent
of God. Only God can possess eter-
nal, absolute, and independent
holiness. The holiness of man was
a part of the original image of God,
and his retention of man's original
holiness was contingent on his
obedience to God. Since Adam was
a moral being, it was as possible
for him not to sin as it was for
him to sin. He was a free moral
being and had the power of choice.
This moral choice demanded a law
by which character is determined.
God purposed that Adam should:
develop his holy nature into a holy
character. This was to be accom-
plished by deliberate obedience to
God and turning away from the
tempter. From this it many be
readily seen that the oft repeated
questions, “Why did God permit
man to sin?” and “If God is good
and holy, why did He not prevent
sin?" or “If God is all powerful,
did He lack the power of prevent
sin?" or “If He possessed infinite
goodness, and failed to prevent
sin, was He lacking in goodness ?”
maybe intelligently answered that
God could have prevented the fall
only by destroying man’s free
agency. Had he done so, then man
would have been a mere machine.
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A Decline in Soundness

By Rev. E. Garrett

Text:

“For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doc-
frine; but after their own lusis
shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears:” (II
Tim. 4:3).

Soundness of speech and purity
of living were the criteria of
Christian living not over a few
decades avo. Men were men of
their word, and not liars nor de-
ceptive in their actions. To be a
Christian meant to be different
from the world. Christian men and
women stood head and shoulders
above their fellowmen when it
came to right living. The principles
of right and wrong were clearly
distingnished, with ne doubt on the
part of an onlooker. The cross of
living above the world was car-
ried without ene murmur. Oh, the
beauty of soundness!

Today, there seems to be a sharp
decline in this stand of soundness.
The word “Christian” means noth-
ing more nor less to most folk than
the fact that a person belongs
to a good social order. The church
has come to be a place for society
to gather and have its plav-parties,
The ministry has slipped into the
role of program administrator, and
the altar, or mourner's bench, has
become a communion table or part
of the pulpit decoration. The idea
of conversion has been overrun by
the teaching of church member-
ship. And loose living is fast he-
coming the normal course of life.
rather than high morals. It seems
that the idea of living above re-
proach is something out of another
world. The reason for much of the
so-called “red tape” business is
that men are not standing by their
word and meeting their oblica-
tions. Honesty seems to have taken
a back seat and shrewdness has
taken the forefront: men get the
high positions today if they have
the ability of being more shrewd
than others. Honest living is
thought of as a relic and not some-
thing to be desired in our genera-
tion.

The prominent idea of modern
society is to be left alone and al-
lowed to be, do, and say whatso-
ever is desired—this would be hea-
venly. Society wants no strings

attached to its doings, and certain-
ly it wants no one to remind it
of the truth of God’s Holy Book.
Tlowever, society seems to have
forgotten that the natural man is
Justful in his fallen nature. and in
order to overcome these ten-
dencies, he must listen to sound
speech from the Bible given tindey
the anointing of the Spirit of God.
The popular preacher of this day is
the one who only gives doctrine
that tickles the ears of the lis-
teners and satisfies their lustful
natures., Men of sound speech,
coupled with God’s holy truth, are
considered by the majority as
“fanaties.” But it is the responsi-
bility of every God-called minister
to hold the truth upon his people.
St. Paul, in writing to Timothy.
said, “Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuff-
ering and doctrine.” This type of
language certainly does not indi-
cate that the “man of God" is to
please the people, but that he is
to give them the Word of God
without fear or favor. By no
streteh of the imagination is the
ministry to preach to the whims
of his listeners. God has not called
any man into His great work to
solf-pedal the Gospel; but e has
called men to preach the unseareh-
able riches of His grace to those
who are lost in sin’s dark night.

A revival of soundness is far
overdue, in this present genera-
tion, and much praver is needed
to bring about this condition., Un-
less the holiness eroup awakens
to the dire need of our day and
heging to make the old paths
straight and the new paths up-
ward toward God, then the decline
will continue to make progress and
the teachings of soundness will
soon be out of the picture entirvely.
The church-world is on the brink
of going into the deep imprison-
ment of conformity, never to rise
again to soundness and purity. Pul-
pits are being used in our day to
exploit political ideologies, person-
al opinions, and various other
topics, when the pulpit is only the
place for the teaching of sound
doctrine from Holy Writ. May we
vet endure soundness!

S

Obedience -

(Continued from page 6)
THE SAME QUESTION ASKED
TODAY

Today, many of our School
Boards and teachers are brought
face fo face with the same ques-
tions. Tn refuse to read the Bible is
to wound their conscience and go
against their better judgment and
that which they know is right. To
read the Serivtures is to go against
the ruling of the High Court of
America. For Your encourage-
ment, T am mentioning what the
Aposties did, and how they an-
swered the Senate and the high
court of their day:

“And now, Lord, behold their
threatenings: And grant unto thy
servants, that with all boldness
they may speak thy word. By
stretching forth thine hand to
heal: And that signs and wonders
may he done by the name of thy
Holy Chiid Jesus. And when they
had praved, the place was shaken
where they were assembled to-
gether: And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they
spake the word of God with bold-
ness, ...,"”" Aets 5:29-31.

They had but one answer for
this erowd of Christ-rejectors.
“We ought to obey God rather
than men.” Samuel told Saul: “Be-
hold, fo obey is better than sacri-
fice.,” Ohedience to God always
preparss the way for the Spirit to
work and operate in our midst.

Did Peter and the Apostles come
up short by failing to hearken unto
the voice of the Court’s decision?
No. God vindicated them by send-
ing an angel from heaven when
jailed for taking their stand for
right,

Daniel was forbidden to pray
to his God, but opened his windows
toward Jerusalenl. and prayed the
oftener. God heard him, answered
his prayers, stopped the mouths
of the lions, and promoted him to
the first president of the Baby-
lonian kingdom,

“For the eves of the Lord run
fo and fro throughout the whole
earth, to shew Himself strong in
behalf of them whose heart is per-
feet toward Him.” 2 Chron: 16:9.

Let it ever be remembered: “If
God be for us, who can be against
us?”

General Superintendent
Rev. George 1. Straub
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“The Fool Hath Said”

(Continued fro.n page 2)
for ite svbhiects? What wise man
would choose, or dare to live in
a community of atheists, if such
a one could be found?”

THE ATHEISM of our fimes,
and indeed of all times, is the re-
sult of heart derangement rather
than brain disorder. The carnal
nature is more inelined to negate
the existence of a divine Ruler
than to admit it, for to deny God
makes sinning easier. “Get away
from some steady reference to
God,” declares J. R. P. Sclater,
“and you will find yourself doing
that which once you would have
shuddered at. The practice of re-
ligion preserves for us our early
instinets to be shocked at evil; its
neglect kills that instinet. And if
we lose our power of being shock-
ed, we may find ourselves partici-
pating in evil which once made
us blush. Such is the unaided hu-
man heart.”

THE HEBREW TERM used for
“fool” in Psalm 14, comes from
a primitive root meaning “to
wither, to fade away, to come to
nought. This would emphasize
again the character of those who
deny God. Such men are wither-
ed in heart. Their true affections
have been blighted, their moral
concepts perverted, life’s natural
and noblest aspirations are utterly
extinet within them.

Does not this term also suggest
the utter futility of life for those
who deny God? They and their
works shall ultimately fall away.
They shall come to nought. While
on the other hand, God and those
who in faith obey His righteous
precepts shall abide forever.

“Lift up your eves to the hea-
vens,” God has exhorted us, “and
look upon the earth beneath: for
the heavens shall vanish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old
like a garment, and they that
dwell therein shall die in like man-
ner: but my salvation shall be
for ever, and my righteousness
shall not be abolished” (Isa. 51:6).
“The ungodly. . .are like the chaff
which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not
stand in the judgment, nor sin-
ners in the congregation of the
righteous. For the Lord knoweth

the way of the righteous: but the
way of the ungodly shall perish”
(Psa. 1:4, 5, 6).

The Father of English
Hymnody
(Continued from August issue)

Stories of Some Popular Hymns of
Watts

“I’ll Praise my Maker While I've
Breath.” John Wesley admired
many of Watts’ hymns and taught
the Methodists to sing them. His
own favorite was this, which he
used to sing on his long journeys.
The day before his death, he sang
two stanzas, and his last words
were: “T'll praise, I'll praise.”

“Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the
Sun.” This was the first great mis-
sionary hymn of the Christian
church. It claims the whole world
for Christ and speaks of the cer-
tainty of the universal triumph of
the gospel. A notable oceasion link-
ed with this hymn was at a nation-
al service on Whitsunday 1862,
when King George of Tonga, who
had been converted with his people
from cannibalism, accepted the
Christian form of government. The
service was held under the banyan
trees, and many sobbed aloud when
singing,

“Blessings abound where'er He

reigns;

The prisoner leaps to loose his

chainsg,”
for the chains of a cruel, pagan
manner of life were broken for-
ever,

The hymn was sung at the fun-
eral of David Livingstone in West-
minster Abbey. When, in Decem-
ber, 1917, Lord Allenby entered in
triumph into Jerusalem, as the
army marched into the Holy City
the soldiers sang the hymn. On
the Sunday afternoon, a service
was held on the Mount of Olives,
and the hymn was sung to “Rim-
ington.”

“When 1 Survey the Wondrous
Cross.” This was written as a sac-
ramental hymn, but seon was in
general use. It has been the means
of the salvation of a multitude of
souls. The Salvation Army, in their
open-air services all over the world,
have found it the means of leading
men and women to the Saviour. It
was the favorite hymn of Gandhi,
and was sung at his funeral.

“0 God, Our Help in Ages Past.”
A whole book might be written
about this hymn. It is specially
used on days of national inter-
cession, armistice services, and at
the opening and closing of the
New Year. Macaulay says: “It is
based on that melancholy Nine-
tieth Psalm, in which the fragility
of human life is contrasted with
the immutability of Him ‘with
whom a thousand years is but as
vesterday when it is past, and as
a wateh in the night.”

When the body of King Edward
the Seventh lay in state in the
historic Westminister Hall, both
Houses of Parliament attended a
memorial service. The united
choirs of the London cathedrals
and famous churches led the sing-
ing of the hymn, “O God, Our
Help," accompanied by the massed
Guards’ bands of the Buritish
Army. The great congregation
filled the hall with sound. There
was a pause halfway through the
hymn, and then, unaccompanied,
the sweet, clear voices of the choir
boys sang the verse,

“Time, like
stream,

Bears all its sons away:

They fly forgotten, as the dream

Dies at the opening day.”

an ever-rolling

As the echoes of their voices died
away, the emotions of the vast
congregation were so deeply mov-
ed that there were few dry eyes.

At the funeral of Gladstone in
Westminster Abbey, it was im-
pressively sung in 1898.

This hymn was often sung in
the London tubes and in other
air-raid shelters during a blitz,
and it calmed the fears of the
people.

In Torquay, where the writer
lived during the war, the Germans
would suddenly drop bombs in the
daytime. One lad looked into his
mother's face as the sirens wailed

(Continued on page 10)
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Fear: Good and Bad

by J. Harold Greenlee

“Fear God,” reads I Peter 2:17.
“There is no fear in love,” reads I
John 4:18. Should a Christian fear
or not fear? How can these ideas
be reconciled ?

An examination of the use of
“fear” and “fearful” in the New
Testament shows that fear may
be either something which a Chris-
tian should not do, as the two ex-
amples just given indicate. What
is the distinction to be made?
What should a Christian fear, and
how? What should he not fear?

Some fears are natural and need
to he observed for one’s own safe-
ty. For example, Jude 23 eautions
Christians to have a fear which
will keep them from becoming in-
volved in the very sins from which
they seek to rescue a sinner:
“Have mercy on some with fear,
hating even the cloak stained by
the flesh.” Similarly, Matthew
10:28 exhorts, “fear him who is
able to destroy both body and soul
in hell.”

Other fears are justified. but
the thing which is feared is not
according to God’s will. In this
sense St. Paul expresses fear for
the Corinthian and the Galatian
Christians: “I am afraid that...
vour thoughts will be led astray
frem a sineere and pure devotion
to Christ” (II Cor, 11:3); “I fear
that perhaps I may come and find
you not what 1 wish” (I1 Cor.
12:20) ; and, “I am afraid T have
labored over you in vain” (Gala-
tians 4:11). In this sense, too,
(Hebrews 4:1, warns, “Let us
therefore fear lest, although a
promise of entering his rest has
been left for us, anyone of you
should be judged to have failed
to reach it.”

On the other hand, in a surpris-
ingly large number of instances
the New Testament tells how
people are admonished not to be
afraid of things which they might
properly or reasonably fear in
their own strength. In this sense
Jesus says, “do not fear those who
will kill the body, but eannot kill
the soul” (Matthew 10:28). When
the disciples see what appeared
to them to be a ghost, Jesus speaks
reassuringly, “It is I be not afraid”
(Matthew 14:27). Anticipating
that Paul might have reason to
fear in Corinth, from the human

circumstances, the Lord says to
him, “Do not be afraid...for T
am with you” (Acts 18:9). Thus
Moses’ parents “were not afraid of
the king's edict” (Hebrews 11:23),
and Christians in Ephesus are ex-
horted, “Do not fear what you are
about fo suffer” (Revelation 2:10).
Indeed, it would be a profitable,
spiritual exercise to read all the
Biblical passages in which the
words, “Fear not,”” are found,

Then there are passages in
which fear is condemned as being
wrong in itself. This is the kind
of fear which John has in mind
in I John 4:18: “There is no fear
in love; on the contrary, perfect
love casts fear outside, becaunse
fear has to do with punishment,
and he who fears is not perfected
in love.”

Finally, there is a fear which
Christians are commanded to have,
and which it is arrogance not to
have. This is the “fear of God.”
What is the nature of this fear?
It is not a fear which shrinks from
God in ferror or fear of punish-
ment. Indeed, it is consistent with
an attitude of openness and confi-
dence in which the Christian comes
“with boldness to a throne of
grace” (Hebrews 4:16), and “when
he appears we may have confidence
and not shrink from him in shame
at his coming” (I John 2:28). This
is a fear which actually means an
attitude of respect for one who
occupies a position of authority. It
is this kind of “fear” which slaves
and servants are exhorted to have
for their master in I Peter 2:18
—*"being subject in all fear to
our master”—which people should
have for those in authority in gov-
ernment, rendering “fear to whom
fear is due” (Romans 13:7), and
which wives are to show to their
husbands: “let the wife see that
she respects (fears) her hushand”
(Ephesians 5:33).

This “fear,” then, is a respectful
reverence which all people owe to
God, since He is in supreme au-
thority over all men regardless
of their earthly position. This fear
is found with godly piety, such as
the centurion Cornelius, “a devout
man who feared God” and “an up-
right and god-fearing man” (Aects
10:2, 22). 1t is used to describe
Gentiles who worshipped God with
the Jews: “Men of Israel, and wvou
that fear God,” and *‘sons of the
family of Abraham, and those

among you that fear God” (Aects
13:16, 26). It is combined with
devotion fo one’s human duties,
as even slaves are urged to be
faithful to their masters, “fearing
the Lord” (Colossians 3:22), and
as Christians are urged to “honor
all men, love the brotherhood, fear
God, honor the emperor” (I Peter
2:17). It is combined with holiness
in the Christian’s life, as in II
Corinthians 7:1, “bringing holiness
to completion in the fear of God."
It is combined with frue worship,
as in Revelation 14:7: “Fear God
and give him glory...; and wor-
ship him who made heaven and
earth...)”

Thus “fear can be either good or
bad, right or wrong, helpful or
harmful. The Christian must take
care to make the proper distine-
tions.

The Father of English
Hymnody
(Continued from page 9)

and said: “You are not afraid, are
you?" Bravely she began to sing,

“Sufficient is Thine arm alone,

And our defense is sure,”
and thus removed the fears of her
little son.

T. P. Rateliff finished leading
community singing with two thou-
sand men, on the shores of the
English Channel on the eve of
D-Day, with the hymn, ‘“Abide
With Me.” A soldier asked that
it should be followed with, “O God
Our Help in Ages Past,”” and re-
quested to be allowed to sing the
last stanza as a solo, saying he had
a special message for his comrades.
His wishes were granted, and he
sang in a clear tenor voice, alter-
ing the last line to: “And bring us
all safely home.”

The men were deeply moved.
The next day, many of them were
forever sheltered from life’s
storm blasts in their eternal home.

—Watchman, Examiner.
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Attitude Toward Heresy

What The Bible Says

by G. Archer Weniger, D. D.

—ege—

In these days of theological con-
fusion and ecclesiastical com-
promise, what is the Biblical posi-
tion for an evangelical to assume
toward hereties and false religious
teachers? Are we to patronize
them, associate with them, accept
their sponsorship, increase their
numbers, send them converts, add
to their prestige, follow their lead-
ership, identify our churches with
them, and obliterate important bi-
blical distinetions with them? The
Bible's answer is clear.

1. Try them....I John 4:1, “Be-
loved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits, whether they be of
God ; because many false provhets
are gone out into the world.”

2. Mark them ... Romans 16:17,
“Now I beseech you brethren mark
them which cause divisions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned: and avoid
them.”

3. Rebuke them...Titus 1:13,
“This witness is true. Wherefore
rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith.”

4. Have no fellowship... Ephe-
sians 5:11, “And have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove
them."

5. Withdraw thyself .. 1T Thess,
3:6, “Now we command you, breth-
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye withdraw your-
selves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after
the tradition which ye received of
us.”

6. Receive them not...II John
10-11, “If there come any unto
vou, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he
that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds.”

7. Have no company with him
...II Thessalonians 3:14, “And if
any man obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and have no
company with him, that he may
be ashamed.”

8. Reject them...Titus 3:10,
“A man that is an hervetic after
the first and second admonition,
reject.”

9. Be ye separate...Il Corin-
thians 6:17, “Wherefore come out

from among them, and be ye sep-
arate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the uneclean thing; and T will
receive you.”

—Capital Voice

Our tribulations on the secular
plane are actually opporfunities for
achievement in the spirit sphere.

—Arnold J. Tonybee
—Allegheny Messenger

Hunger around the

World

One night, early in the summer,
the twelve hundred delegates who
had come from a hundred coun-
tries to the World Food Congress
in Washington sat down to a de-
liberately austere meal. President
Kennedy entered the dining room.
The applause was thunderous. Re-
sponding to it with only the slight-
est recognition, the President turn-
ed gravely to his audience, and
said: “The war against hunger is
truly mankind's ‘war of liberation’
... There is no battle on earth or
in space more important, for peace
and progress cannot be maintained
in a world half fed and half hun-
gry.”

Later, at that same Spartan din-
ner, Assistant Secretary of State
Harlan Cleveland told the dele-
gates, “If we were suddenly to
join the less fortunate. our next
meal. . .would be a small bowl of
rice and perhaps a piece of fish
an inch square the day after to-
morrow.”

Delegates to the Congress learn-
ed that:

Every day some ten thousand
people die of malnutrition or star-
vation—more than at any time in
history ;

In India alone, fifty million chil-
dren will die of malnutrition in
the next ten years;

More than half the world's three
billion people live in perpetual hun-
oer.

Normal and Abnormal

Undeniably, men are hungry for
food.

This hunger, for most of us, is
normal, There is nothing gnaw-
ing or distressing about it. It
is simply the instinctive “nudge”
which seems to say, “How about
something to eat?”’ And, because

the supply is plentiful and never
far away, we proceed to eat.

But with millions of humans in
today’s world the hunger is ab-
normal. It is reckoned that half
of the world's three billion people
a0 to bed hungry every night.
These have a life expectancy which
on the whole is less than half of
that which U. S. citizens enjoy.
Does Christ care about all of this
physical hunger that puts pallor
on human faces and shrinks the
flesh on human bones? The man
who says IHe doesn't must be a
man who has never read the four
Gospels.

“Give Me Liberty™

The hunger for food, however,
acute as it is, is no less real than
the hunger for freedom in today’s
world.

Freedom is, of course, one of
the basie facts of man’s nature and
existence. It was born the day God
made him a creature of thought
and choice.

But freedom in man, like every-
thing else human, is not absolute.
It is limited. If the Bible’s account
of the creation and fall of man
means anything to us, it must
mean that human freedom, in or-
der to be preserved, must have
an anchor. Eat of everything ex-
cepting this! Stop here! You are
not God! You are man!

Adam did not stop, as we know.
He abused his freedom, profaned
his power of choice, broke his fel-
lowship with God, and so started
a thousand forms of slavery in
the experiences of men.

Here we come upon one of the
colossal ironies of history. Again
and again we see it: men will
not make God and His will the
anchor of their freedom: and then,
refusing to do so, their hunger
for it turns into a frustration as
they pass from one degree and
form of bondage to another.

The paradox of Christian liberty
is caught up in George Matheson's
lines:

“Make me a captive, Lord, and
then T shall be free;

Force me to render up my sword
and I sghall conqueror be.

I sink in life's alarms when by
myself 1 stand;

Imprison me within Thine arms,
and strong shall be my hand.”

The Leonging To Belong

There is a third hunger that is
(Continued on page 12)
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Divine Forgiveness

Demands Forgiveness
__m—

Two young men were convicted
of stealing sheep. In accordance
with the severe practices of their
day, the letters S T were burned
on their foreheads. Each thus was
branded as “Sheep Thief,” for the
rest of his life.

Embittered and unable to bear
the disgrace, one of the men leff.
He wandered from place to place
until at last he was buried in a
distant, lonely grave. But the
other, genuinely contrite, remain-
ed. He resolved to live right and
do his best to regain the respect
and confidence that he had lost.
His efforts were rewarded. With
the passing of time, he was for-
given and again came to be held in
high regard.

Many years after this man had
been branded, a stranger visiting
in the community noticed the un-
usual scar on the man’s forehead.
Curious, he asked one of the resi-
dents what the S T stood for. The
loeal man was silent for a mo-
ment, seeking the original circum-
stances. Then he replied that it
had happened so long ago that
he had forgotten the particulars.
“But,” said he, “I think the letters
S T are an abbreviation for saint.”

Similarly, no matter how deeply
a man may be scarred by wrong-
doing and evil, with the moral
courage and strength available to
him through Christ, he can turn
from the corrupt way and receive
forgiveness and a new life from
God, But he receives even more,
God will forget the guilt of the
past, never to taunt him with it.
The divine promise to the con-
trite is: “I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins
and iniquities will 1 rememhel no
more” (Heb. 8:12).

Divine forgiveness obligates us
in turn to forgive any who wrong
us. Jesus said as much when he
taught his disciples to pray, “For-
give us...as we forgive” (Matt.
6:12). 1t is therefore, a mark of
the true Christian to be always
free from resentment and revenge.

An incident from the life of
Robert E. Lee gives an inspiring
example of this magnanimous
spivit. An officer, hearing Lee
speak in the highest terms to Pres-
ident Davis about another officer

exclaimed, “General, do you not
know that the man of whom you
spoke so highly to the President
is one of your bitterest enemies,
that he misses no opportunity of
maligning yvou?”

“Yes,” replied General Lee, “but
the President asked my opinion of
him. He did not ask for his opin-
ion of me.,” —Armor D. Peisker

Hunger around the

World

Continued from page 11)
important: the eraving for fellow-
ship.

I use the word “fellowship’ in
its broad sense, as expressive of
that instinctive desire to helong
which God has given to mankind.
It takes shape in family life, in
club activities, community rela-
tionships and in the exercise of
those citizenship rights that re-
side in people who feel themselves
to be part of a nation.

At its highest and be‘st, of
course, it finds expression in the
communion and comradeship of
those who are bound together in
Jesus Christ, whom they have con-
fessed as their Saviour and Lord.

An uncultured Indian coolie was
given a copy of Saint John's Gos-
pel. As he read it, one phrase be-
gan to haunt him: “Bread of life.”
“TI am the bread of life.” ‘““This
is what T want,” he began saying.
“Where can I find it?” Someone
put him in touch with a small
group of Indian Christians. They
took him to their hearts, gave
him love and undelstandmg wit-
nessed to him concerning the Say-
tour. In that fellowship he exper-
ienced Christ and the new life
which is found alone in Him. In
this case it was a group experience,
that brought him to Christ; and
the group experience at a deeper
level, nourished his new life in
Christ.

It was the answer to his hunger
for fellowship.

Food, freedom, and fellowship
—these are hungers that com-
passion and intelligence must unite
to satisfy.

They are ecravings, moreover,
which in the deepest sense can be
satisfied only by Him of whom it
was said, “He has filled the hun-
gry with good things” (Luke 1:53,
RSY). —Paul 8. Rees

Our Solicitous Father

A. D. Peisker
—Re—

According to a press release
which 1 remember reading a few
years ago, a visitor in Bucking-
ham Palace was surprised one day
to find beautiful yvoung Queen
Elizabeth II on her knees picking
some pins off the floor. We might
expect it to be a bit humiliating
for the queen of a great emnire
to be found so insignificantly en-
gaged. She, however, was not em-
barrassed nor apologetic. She cas-
ually remarked that when there
are children about the house, one
must be careful.

Although one of the world’s
greatest and most successful mon-
archs—whose mind one would ex-
pect to be filled with affairs of
the state—the queen was not too
pre-occupied to be concerned about
what might seem a minor detail.
She was queen, to be sure, but
she was also the mother of two
small children, and she was con-
cerned for their welfare.

The action described by the news
reporter does not lower the queen
in anyone’s regard. Rather, it en-
hances her in one’s esteem.

Should we then, consider it
strange or unlikely that the great
King of kings, the Heavenly Fa-
ther, should be vitally concerned
about the daily details which make
up the lives of Tis children—
those men and women who trust
and seek to please Him ? It is mar-
velous that He should condescend
to so concern Himself, but it also
is the most natural thing for us
to expect and believe, He is not
merely the great Creator and Rul-
er of the universe., He is a solic-
itous Father,

The Apostle Paul was convine-
ed of God’s personal concern. This
is evidenced in a letter to some
friends in which he said, “Don’t
worry over anything whatever;
tell God every detail of your needs
in earnest and thankful prayer,
and the peace of God, which tran-
scends human understanding, will
keep constant guard over ‘your
hearts and minds as they rest in
Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:6, 7, Phil-
lips).

This is the preseription for
peace of mind and freedom from
anxiety.



